
BROADCAST WRITING ASSIGNMENT
COMM 200
Instructor: Elvina Nawaguna
100 points
Due April 24, 2020 by 1:30 p.m. eastern 

Listen to the endorsement speech by former President Barack Obama of candidate Joe Biden.  The transcript is in the broadcast writing folder in Blackboard.

Write a 90-second radio script (a wrap) on the endorsement. I have posted a sample in the broadcast folder on Blackboard. My notes are in red. You can also use a dual column script if you want.

-It should include a few lines for the announcer to introduce the reporter and the story. The announcer/ anchor’s words should not be a repeat of your lead. This won’t count towards the 90 seconds.

-Your lead should be interesting and compelling (for example, think about how coronavirus has changed the way such a high profile endorsement is delivered? Would Obama have otherwise appeared with Biden at a rally with cheering fans and standing ovations? You can for instance describe the background of the video endorsement and contrast it with what would have otherwise been the backdrop without social distancing).

[bookmark: _GoBack]-It should include some parts of Obama’s endorsement speech (actuality/ ax)

-It should include a response from Joe Biden. You can read this out as long as you make clear that you’re paraphrasing Biden’s words) 

-It should take note of Obama‘s nod to Sen. Bernie Sanders his endorsement 

-It should also provide context/ some background on the 2020 presidential campaign with the latest update on the status of the race. 

-It should include an effective ending
-Make sure you’re not going from one actuality to another, without introducing the new person or using that space to make a good transition. Your transition could perhaps be background info on the campaign or the two men’s relationship.
Some of the issues I’ll be looking for:
 A good/ interesting lead (can’t escape that one).
Effective use of actualities. Not all Obama’s quotes or Biden’s quotes are going to be compelling.
-Good story telling. How effectively do you use the background information to tell a good story?
-An overall compelling package. Remember, you are better off keeping it conversational.
Please ask if you have any questions.


